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slow and stupid creature, but uncertain of temper,
rand sufficiently dangerous when roused. Like the
elephant, next after which he is the largest mammal,
he has wretched sight, and like him he depends,
even more than other animals, on his sense of smell.
Cases are reported, but not very well authenticated,
of a rhinoceros having vanquished an elephant in a
pitched battle; but, beast for beast, the latter is the
master of the pair.

The bison (bos gaiirus) is in many respects the
most magnificent animal found in India. Good
specimens stand sometimes nineteen hands In height,
and their horns run to a length of three feet, and are
from eighteen to twenty inches round the base.
Notwithstanding their bulky and massive bodies,
their feet and legs are almost as delicate and beau-
tiful as those of a deer.

Like the tiger, the bison is the subject of
unceasing warfare, and unless the Government
takes steps to preserve this magnificent animal, it
will in no long time become extinct.

The ibex and the wild goat offer the best of
sport, but the latter is of course a wholly different
animal from the true ibex.

There are no less than 1617 species of birds in
India, and many of them are a great feature of life
in the forests, where their gorgeous plumage glitters
under quivering shafts of sunlight, while the less
brilliant creatures, like sparrows, crows, and <kites,